THE REPORT OF 

THE 55TH MEETING OF NOBEL LAUREATES IN LINDAU 
FROM JUNE 26 – JULY 1, 2005 

AND

 SCIENTIFIC VISIT TO UNIVERSITIES AND RESEARCH INSITUTION IN GERMANY 

FROM JULY 2 – 8, 2005


The programme launched about three years back as a joint venture of HEC and PAEC to send post-graduate students/young researchers in the Annual Meetings of Nobel Prize Winners in Germany is successfully underway. In 2003, eight medicine/physiology graduates and in 2004 eight physics graduates attended the 53rd and 54th Meetings of Nobel Laureates in Lindau respectively. The Meeting in 2005 was multidisciplinary, so 10 graduates in the fields of Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Medicine were sent to participate in the 55th Meeting from June 26 – July 1, 2005. 

The process for the selection of candidates was started in January, 2005. As a result of announcements in the newspapers as well as letters to the universities/ research organizations, 92 applications were received from all over the country. The advertised eligibility for the applicants was a First Class academic career preferably with merit positions in board/university examinations. A Selection Committee comprising eminent scientists short listed 27 candidates who were interviewed at HEC by a board of experts.  Finally ten persons (six girls and four boys) were selected on careful merit.

A two-days Orientation Camp was arranged at HEC and COMSATS on June 22 - 23 prior to their departure for Germany. In the camp about 15 top most scientists and educationists discussed various scientific, cultural and national issues related to the activities in Germany. As per schedule the first meeting was in the office of Prof. Dr. Atta-ur-Rehman, Chairman HEC (Federal Minister) in which thorough discussion was held about the fields of study of the participants as well as the topics to be discussed in Lindau Meeting. Later on well known scientists, experienced professors and renowned scholars like Dr. Ishfaq Ahmad, Special Advisor to the Prime Minister on Strategic Programme, Mr. Parvez Butt, Chairman PAEC, Gen. Iftikhar Ahmad Malik, Principal Foundation Medical College, Rawalpindi, Dr. Anis Ahmad, Rector, Riphah International University, Islamabad, Prof. Khawaja Masud, Former Principal Gordon College, Prof. Anwar Dil, Professor of Linguistics, USA, Dr. Shaukat Hameed Khan, Advisor (P & D) Govt. of Pakistan, Prof. Altaf Ali Sheikh, Advisor Academics (R & D), HEC, Engr. Tajamal Hussain, Director International Affairs, COMSATS, Dr. N. M. Butt, Representative in Pakistan, Council for the Meetings of Nobel Laureates in Lindau and Mr. Waqar A. Butt, Project Coordinator addressed the selected candidates. The theme of this Camp was how to get maximum benefit from the useful activity and how to keep up the impressive image of Pakistani students as it was in the past two years. The group also visited PINSTECH and PIEAS and met Dr. Mustansar Jehangir, Director General, PINSTECH and Dr. M. Aslam, Rector, PIEAS who elaborated the activities of their institutes and their contributions in nation building specially the human resource development. The Deputy Ambassador of German Consulate in Islamabad also addressed the students and gave some glimpses of German history, science and culture especially of the area where the Meeting was held.

The group left for Frankfurt on 24th June, 2005. After the registration of more than 600 participants from about 40 countries, the inaugural ceremony took place in the congress hall “Inselhalle” in Lindau on 26th July, 2005. Due to multidisciplinary nature of the Meeting in all the four scientific disciplines (Physics, Chemistry, Biology and Medicine), 44 Nobel Laureates gathered under one roof. The academic session started in the morning of 27th June. The general format of the daily programme was a plenary lecture by a Laureate. Then there were round table discussions among 6 – 7 laureates on specific topics like the “Evolution of Matter, Universe and Stars”, “Energy Shortfall and Global Warming” and “Biology in Post-Genomic Era”. After coffee break there were two more lectures by the laureates. The most useful programme was in the afternoon in which students were allowed to have face-to-face discussions with the Laureates in the form of questions/answers sessions.


The same style of the Meeting continued for the next three days. Some cultural events and visit to historical places in the Lindau Island were also arranged but the most fruitful one was the traditional boat trip to the Island of Mainau. During these two hours of journey, the participants openly discussed their scientific pursuits and sought guidance from the Laureates in an informal and very friendly atmosphere. The concluding ceremony took place inside the Mainau Castle; the official residence of the President of the Committee, Countess Sonja Bernadotte. 


After the Meeting in Lindau, one-week scientific visit to various universities/research institutes in different cities of Germany was organized for some selective participants by German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) sponsored by Deutsche Telekom. So, all the eleven members of our group along with fifteen selected participants from other countries were transferred to Berlin on July 2, 2005. In the next two days, the students of Physics visited Berlin Electron Ring Storage Company for Synchrotron Radiations (BESSY) and Max-Planck Institute for Gravitational Physics (Albert Einstein Institute). There the lectures on “Block Holes to Dark Matter” and “Cluster Computers at Albert Einstein Institute” were very interesting. 


The students of Chemistry were taken to Technical University of Berlin and Fritz – Haller Institute. The students of Medicine and Biology visited Charity University of Medicine and Max Planck Institute for Molecular Genetics and Institute of Experimental Medicine. The programme in Berlin ended with a dinner hosted by Deutsche Telekom at its Head Office where their Director General elaborated the work and business of the company. 


On July 6, the participants were taken to Göttingen, which is a university town in Germany. There the students visited Max Planck Institute for Biophysical Chemistry and Nuclear Magnetic Resonance Laboratory for Structural Biology. After spending two days in Göttingen, the group left for Bonn. On July 8, they visited Rheinische Friedrich Wilhelms University, International Graduate School in Mathematic, Physics and Astronomy, University of Bonn and Medical Sciences Molecular Biology Centre. The visit ended with a final discussion at the Head Quarter of DAAD. A representative of DAAD gave the details of their regular programmes. Then their Secretary General discussed with the students about the usefulness of the scientific visit and expressed willingness to continue support in future. The students gave some good suggestions to make such visits more fruitful. Possibility of getting funds for technical projects, fellowships and study programme in Germany Universities was discussed in detail. On the whole the visit was very informative, useful and motivating and of course once in a life time opportunity to be among so many Nobel Prize Winners. 
(Waqar A. Butt)

Project Coordinator













