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56th Meeting of Nobel Laureates in Lindau, Germany

June 25 – 30, 2006
A short report
This year the Meeting was in the field of Chemistry. Twenty three Nobel Prize Winners and more then 500 young scholars from 52 countries gathered under one roof and discussed their scientific pursuits in very open and friendly atmosphere. The students who represented Pakistan in the 56th Meeting were (1) Mr. Ameer Fawad Zahoor, Government College University, Faisalabad, (2) Miss Ayesha Mohy-ud-Din, Government College University, Lahore, (3) Miss Khadija Shabbiri, Government College University, Lahore, (4) Mr. Rahman Shah Zaib Saleem, GIFT University, Gujranwala, (5) Miss Sadaf Sadiq Khan, Riphah Institute of Pharmaceutical Science, Islamabad, (6) Miss Saima Shabbir, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad, (7) Miss Samreen Shehzadi, Nuclear Institute for Food and Agriculture, Peshawar and (8) Mr. Saleemullah, NWFP Agricultural University, Peshawar. 

The process for the selection of participants from Pakistan was started in January, 2006 when 69 applications of candidates with throughout First Class academic career were received from all over the country as a result of announcement in the newspapers and letters to all the universities where research in Chemistry was being carried out. 24 persons were short listed on the basis of their C.V’s. Then a Selection Board comprising of 8 eminent scientists/subject specialist interviewed these candidates. Finally 8 persons (5 girls and 3 boys) were selected on high merit.

A three days Orientation Camp was arranged in Islamabad on June 20 – 22 prior to their departure for Germany in which renowned scholars, experienced professors and top class scientists like Prof. Atta-ur-Rehman, Chairman, HEC, Mr. Anwar Ali, Chairman, PAEC, Dr. J. A. Mirza, Chairman, PCSIR, Mr. Pervez Butt, Secretary, Science and Technology, Dr. Qasim Jan, Vice Chancellor, Quaid-i-Azam University, Mr. Ghayyur Ahmad, Former Ambassador, Dr. I. H. Qureshi, Scientist Emeritus, PAEC, Dr. Shaukat Hameed Khan, Advisor P & D, Govt. of Pakistan, Dr. Tariq Jan, Senior Research Fellow, Policy Research Institute, Prof. Mashuda Hassan, Prof. M. Mazhar, Head of Chemistry Dept. Q. A. University, Mr. Klaus Muller, Cultural Attaché, German Embassy, Dr. N. M. Butt, Chairman PSF and Mr. Waqar A. Butt, Project Coordinator addressed the selected candidates. The theme of this Camp was how to get maximum benefit from the useful activity and how to keep up the high reputation of Pakistan as it was attained in previous Lindau Meetings. The group also went to PINSTECH where they visited Pakistan Research Reactor, Chemistry Division, Radioisotope Production Plant and other laboratories of their interest. 

The selected candidates along with the Country Representative and the Programme Coordinator left for Germany on 22nd June, 2006. They reached Frankfurt on 23rd June and went to Darmstadt University where they visited Material Science Department and some Chemistry Laboratories. On 24th June they left Frankfurt for Lindau in the evening. The inaugural ceremony of the Conference took place in the famous congress hall of Lindau; the Inselhalle on June 25, 2006. The academic activity started in the morning of 26th June and continued for four days. The general format of the programme was lectures by the Laureates in specific areas of their interest before lunch time and in the afternoons there were question/answer sessions and face-to-face discussions with the Laureates. Although this year the conference was mainly devoted to the subject of Chemistry yet there were three Nobel Laureates in Physics who were awarded Nobel Prize in 2005. Prof. T. W. Hänsch gave half an hour talk on “A Passion for Precision”, Prof. J. L. Hall spoke on “Increasing the Sensitivity of Laser Spectroscopy” and Prof. R. J. Glauber expressed his views on “100 year of Light Quanta”. Some other interesting lectures were on “Methods Development by Physical Chemists for Biological and Biomedical Research” by Prof. K. Wüthrich, “Why our proteins have to die, so we shall live” by Prof. A. Ciechanover, “Greenhouse gases and Climate Change” by Prof. S. F. Rowland, “Fourier methods in spectroscopy” by Prof. Richard Ernst, “Structure of Proteins and Innovation in Science and Medicine” by Prof. R. Huber and “Benefits of Curiosity driven research” by W. N. Lipscomb. A very fascinating scientific movie “The Power of Sun” narrated by Nobel Laureates Prof. Walter Kohn was much appreciated. Similarly the round table discussion among six Laureates on “Energy and Global Warming” was a very interacting part of the week long discourse. 
The traditional boat trip to Mainau Island on the last day of the meeting was extremely useful for young researches. There they had ample time to personally meet and discuss their scientific pursuits and to seek guidance from the peers. All the Laureates were present on the boat to disseminate knowledge and brief the students about their lifelong experiences in their respective fields.


Pakistani group invited three Nobel Laureates, Prof. Richard Schrock, Prof. Ernst and Prof. Sir John Walker, two members of Organizing Committee in Lindau and leaders of US delegation including the Director, National Science Foundation at lunch in a nearby Pakistani restaurant. There we discussed about the possibility of fellowships/placement of our talented graduates in advanced laboratories of the world. The report books of our previous visits to Lindau Meetings were presented to all of them. We also invited these laureates to visit Pakistan and benefit our young scholars for the advancement of science in the country. A few of them promised to come to Pakistan. It is intended to hold the second Meeting of Nobel Laureates is Islamabad/Lahore by the end of March, 2007 like the first one which was held this year and proved to be a source of great motivation and inspiration for our talented youth to adopt career in science and high tech research. 


On the whole the programme was very useful. Our students established good relations with many young and experienced scientists from different countries. Thought provoking lectures and discussions were extremely motivating to do work with zeal. All the participants gained a lot from this one week programme. The participation reports received from the students have also mentioned this program extremely motivating and beneficial for the talented youth of Pakistan. They all have strongly recommended continuing this useful activity in the years to come. 

The next meeting will be held from July 1- 6 , 2007 in Lindau in the subject of Medicine/Physiology while the 2nd meeting of Nobel Prize Winner in Islamabad/Lahore is planned from March 26 – 30, 2007. A few laureates have already shown willingness to come to Pakistan and some others will be contacted to benefit larger number of our talented youth in the forthcoming Meeting in Pakistan. 
(Waqar A. Butt)
Project Coordinator
