Report 2008

Along with many ambitious programmes of high quality, the Higher Education Commission (HEC) of Pakistan and Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) are sponsoring a unique opportunity for talented young Pakistani science graduates to meet many Nobel Prize Winners. For the past five years, 8 – 10 young scholars, selected on merit from all over the country, have been participating in the annual meetings of Nobel Laureates being held at the beautiful Island of Lindau in Germany. In these meetings, about 20 Laureates interact with more than 550 graduate students from about 60 countries. There meetings rotate in the fields of Physics, Chemistry and Medicine/Physiology on yearly basis. In 2008, the meeting was in the field of Physics. Twenty four Nobel Laureates discriminated their knowledge and lifelong experience in the form of lectures, panel discussion, face-to-face question/answer sessions and informal personal meeting with grooming scientists across the globe. 


The Lindau meetings cover three science disciplines of the Nobel Prize: physics, chemistry and physiology/medicine in turn at intervals of 3-4 years. This year the meeting was dedicated to Physics. More than 550 young researchers met 24 Nobel Laureates under one roof. Scientific talks, intimate discussions on a wide range of themes and personal meetings were the focal point of the conference. The week long activity of these sessions, on the one hand provide an informal forum of creating friendship with various cultures of the world and on the other hand a forum for providing chances of scientific cooperation between individuals; a cooperation which helps in the enhancement of world knowledge. This forum also provides chances to the Laureates to pick up the best young minds and offers them opportunities to do research in their laboratories so as to contribute to the success of their own research programmes. Further, these meetings provide enough time for interaction among young minds with participants from different countries. It creates personal friendships as well as occasions of future scientific relations among them. 


It is the sixth year Pakistan has been participating in these meetings. This representation of the country at such a high level of international activity has earned good name to Pakistan. The effective participation of our young scholars in all the programmes as well as their selection on strict standards of merit has been an example for others. The objective is to motivate the young blood to adopt research careers in science. Moreover the students from different parts of the world discuss their common scientific goals and find ways and means to achieve these goals with mutual cooperation. Cultural harmony among the nations is another useful aspect of this gathering. 


The process for the selection of participants from Pakistan started in December 2007. The announcement of the 58th Meeting in Lindau appeared in the widely circulated newspapers on Sunday the 7th of December 2007. It was also advertised on websites as well as HEC and PAEC Newsletters. Moreover the letters were written to all the universities and research institutes in all the provinces of Pakistan where higher studies in Physics were being carried out. In that letter the universities/institutes were asked for the nominations of their best students with distinctions. As a result, 122 applications of candidates with throughout First Class academic career were received from all over the country. Then according to an agreed formula, top 22 persons were short listed on the basis of their academic achievements. An interview Board comprising of eminent scientists/subject specialists interviewed these candidates. Finally, eight persons (2 girls and 6 boys) were selected on merit because Lindau Council had informed that maximum of 8 persons could be accommodated from Pakistan in 2008 meeting. But due to heavy load of applications, the Lindau Council finally selected five candidates from Pakistan. It was informed that out of about 20,000 (twenty thousand) applications, the Lindau Council could select only about 550 participants. 

Orientation Camp


For the guidance and training of the selected candidates for participations in the 58th Meeting of Nobel Laureates (18th Meeting in Physics) in Lindau, a 2 days Orientation Camp was organized at the Pakistan Science Foundation, Islamabad on 25th & 26th of June 2008 in which eminent scientists, renowned scholars and educationists like Dr. Ishfaq Ahmad, President Pakistan Academy of Sciences, Prof. Dr. Atta-ur-Rahman, Chairman HEC, Mr. Anwar Ali, Chairman PAEC, Dr. Javed Arshad Mirza, Former Chairman KRL & PCSIR, Mr. Ghulam Nabi, Member Technical, PAEC, Dr. Shoaib Ahmad, Member Physical Sciences, Dr. S. Sohail H. Naqvi, Executive Director HEC, Dr. Mahmudul Hassan Butt, Vice Chancellor, Allama Iqbal Open University, MS. Katharina Lack, Head of Cultural Section, German Embassy, Dr. N. M. Butt, Chairman PSF and Mr. Waqar A. Butt, Project Coordinator addressed the candidates. The emphasis was how to effectively interact and get maximum benefit from the world class scientists in Lindau. 


The group enjoyed the visit to Pakistan Museum of Natural History (PMNH); a Centre of PSF. The Director General PMNH received the delegation and the Heads of various sections gave details of the nice collection in the Museum belonging to different eras in the region. Some unique and antiques collection were shown to them. Later on, the young scholars joined the Faculty on a lunch at Islamabad Club and had nice chit chat with them in a friendly atmosphere. 

Departure for Germany


The selected candidates along with the Programme Coordinator left for Germany on 27th June, 2008. They reached Frankfurt early morning and went to Karlsurhe to visit various Physics and Material Science Labs. They moved to Lindau on the next day. The inaugural ceremony of the conference took place on 29th June, 2007 at Inselhalle, the Congress Hall of Lindau Island. Countess Bettina Bernadotte, officially opened the meeting with her welcome address. She introduced the attending Laureates. 


Later that evening, keeping their tradition, the delegation from USA invited more than 100 students from countries like Pakistan, Malaysia, China, Spain, France, Cameroon, Ghana, Nigeria and South Africa at the Am-See Restaurant next to the Inselhalle for a dinner. It was a stimulating evening of conversation about culture, education and science in different countries. After that our students went to have a cup of tea at the SHANO Restaurant which is just across the road and is run by a Pakistani Mr. Ali Azad, known for his nice friendship and hospitality. 


The scientific session started in the morning of 30th June 2008. The general format of the programme was 3 – 4 lectures by the Laureates in specific areas of their interest before lunch time.  In the afternoon there were question/answer sessions and face-to-face discussions with the Laureates. Although this year the conference was mainly devoted to the subject of Physics, yet a few Laureates in chemistry and medicine were also present. 


After lunch, the students convened in small groups for focused discussions with the laureates who had given the morning lectures. The event brought all students and Laureates together for an evening of socializing and dancing. Laureates were seated at the centers of long tables with students around them. During the buffet dinner, students had unlimited access to the Laureates at their tables. 


Pakistani group invited three Nobel Laureates, Prof. Douglas Osheroff, Prof. von Klitzing and Prof. Brian Josephson as well as Prof. Feinendegen (Former Vice-President of Lindau Nobel Laureates Council) at lunch in the Pakistani restaurant. There they discussed about the possibilities of fellowships/placements for talented graduates in advanced laboratories of the world. These laureates were also invited to visit Pakistan and to benefit our students for the advancement of science in the country. It is intended to hold the 3rd Meeting of Nobel Laureates in Islamabad/Lahore by the end of March 2009 for motivation and inspiration of our talented youth to adopt research career in science and high tech research. 


On the last day of the Meeting, the participants along with the visiting Laureates enjoyed the traditional boat trip. All the Laureates were present on the boat to disseminate knowledge and to express their lifelong experience in their respective fields. These 3 – 4 hours of close contacts were extremely beneficial for many active minds. The conference ended at Mainau Castle with brief speeches by the President, a Representative of the Council, a young participant and a Laureate. 


During the meeting in Lindau, these bright young scholars from Pakistan got a chance of having face-to-face discussions and informal scientific interactions with the legends in the world of science through lectures and personal sittings for one week in the highly prestigious Meeting. Our students remained prominent by asking meaningful and intelligent questions during the lectures and special question/answer sessions. 


On the whole, the programme was very useful for the promotion of science culture in Pakistan. Our students established good relations with many young and experienced scientists from different countries. Thought provoking lectures and illuminating discussions were extremely motivating to do work with zeal. All the participants gained a lot from this one week scientific discourse. The participation reports received from the students have also mentioned this programme extremely beneficial for the talented youth of Pakistan. All of them have strongly recommended continuing this useful activity in the years to come. 


Finally, the cooperation of the President of Lindau Council, Countess Sonja Bernadotte, Countess Bettina Bernadotte as well as the Members of Lindau Council is deeply acknowledged. The help of the Secretariat of the Council has been praise worthy. Their caring and helping attitude is of great satisfaction for the participants. One must not forget the kind help extended by the Embassy of Germany in Pakistan especially of the visa section since the participation of Pakistani young scholars in Lindau Meetings regularly since 2003. In short, this is a very useful programme and is a great encouragement for our talented youth. It is a great step towards high quality Human Resource Development in the country. The cooperation of HEC and PAEC in this unique programme will indeed go a long way for building strong scientific base in Pakistan. The support of the Federal Minister Prof. Atta-ur-Rahman have brought dividends to this initiative and dedicated efforts of Dr. N. M. Butt along with the Selection Committee of 
Eminent Scientists. Such joint ventures of PAEC and HEC are source of great strength to the development of Science and Technology in the country.

