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Checklist for NOC – Liberal Arts Universities Offering Undergraduate Programs 
(Aligned with HEC Undergraduate Education Policy 2023)







Qualification
To qualify for recognition under the Framework for Recognition of Liberal Arts Undergraduate Programs, a University/HEI must:
1. Demonstrate that broad-based liberal arts education is an explicitly established institutional objective.
2. Provide evidence that degree programs in liberal arts, social sciences, humanities, and/or natural sciences form an essential part of the University's overall non-accredited undergraduate degree offerings.
3. Agree to place undergraduate degree programs that are not accredited by any professional accreditation body or national council under the Liberal Arts Framework, where applicable, and to comply with the credit-hour distribution and other requirements prescribed by the Framework.
4. Offer meaningful opportunities for interdisciplinary study and electives.
5. Maintain an intra-university transfer policy enabling students to formally change their degree major/concentration within the period prescribed under the University's approved academic regulations.
	Particular
	Information

	Name of Pakistani HEI
	

	HEI/campus is recognized by HEC
	

	Mission aligned with liberal arts principles 
	University’s ethos aligned with the principles of liberal arts education, including individual development, societal contribution, critical inquiry, and interdisciplinary education

	Offering of major and inter-disciplinary electives
	List of electives offered in the last two years, with clear delination between those that are offered beyond a particular major and/or are inter-disciplinary in nature 

	International Compatibility 
	Status of International Accreditation (where applicable) (planned/applied/in process/achieved)WSCUC for institutional accreditation; AACSB for business/management; NASAD for art/design; NASM for music-related Liberal Arts concentrations

	Undergraduate programs offered by the university
	List of all undergraduate programs offered by the university. 

	Undergraduate programs fall under 
Liberal Arts framework
	List of undergraduate programs intended to offer under the Liberal Art framework. 

	Intra-University Transfer and Change of Major/Concentration
	Intra-university transfer policy providing evidence that students can formally adjust degree majors/ concentrations 

	Institutional policies/measures supporting interdisciplinary education
	Policies/actions offering support for promoting interdisciplinary ethos of liberal arts through joint supervision of projects, cross-listed courses, interdisciplinary access to courses, new course development, pedagogical innovation, etc.


Documents to Accompany the HEC Application  (supporting documents must be attached)

1. Covering letter/request for issuance of the HEC NOC
2. HEI recognition and charter documents
3. Approved Mission Statement/documents to demonstrate HEI’s commitment to liberal arts education 
4. Relevant statutory approval documents and minutes of the competent authorities as applicable 
5. List of electives offered by the HEI during the past 2 years
6. Complete list of undergraduate degree programs offered by HEI, clearly identifying: 
a. Programs intended to be offer under the liberal arts framework
b. Programs accredited by professional accreditation bodies or national councils. 
c. other programs offered by the HEI.
7. University policy/regulation governing transfers across concentrations/majors and/or disciplines 
8. University policy or equivalent institutional mechanism demonstrating support for an interdisciplinary ethos of liberal arts education, including joint supervision of projects, cross-listed courses, interdisciplinary access to courses, new course development, pedagogical innovation, etc.

Extent of the NOC
1. The HEC NOC shall apply to those undergraduate degree programs that fall within the scope of the Framework for Recognition of Liberal Arts Undergraduate Programs and are specifically identified by the HEI in its application for recognition under the Framework.
2. The NOC shall not be construed as retrospective approval of programs already offered, unless specifically provided for under the Framework or separately approved by HEC.
3. All programs intended to be offered under the Liberal Arts Framework shall be approved by the University's Academic Council and shall comply with the credit-hour distribution and other requirements prescribed under the Framework.
4. The HEI shall invite an HEC (Academic Division) nominee to participate in its Academic Council meetings in accordance with the applicable legal and institutional provisions of the HEI, during discussions directly relevant to this NOC, where HEC representation is not provided for under the relevant Act, Ordinance or Statutes.
5. Following issuance of the NOC, compliance with the Liberal Arts Framework shall be duly evaluated by the HEC quality assurance procedures, mechanisms and protocols.
6. HEC reserves the right to review, suspend or withdraw the NOC, in accordance with applicable rules and procedures, if the University is found to have materially deviated from the requirements of the Liberal Arts Framework.
Declaration by the HEI

The university hereby agrees and declares that:

1. All undergraduate programs placed under the Liberal Arts Framework shall comply with the credit-hour distribution and other requirements prescribed under the HEC-approved Framework for Recognition of Liberal Arts Undergraduate Programs.
The applicable credit-hour structure shall be as follows:
· Overall Degree: Minimum 120 credit hours
· Interdisciplinary Education Requirements: Minimum 40 credit hours.
(In the context of Liberal Arts universities in Pakistan, this component shall also encompass the General Education requirements prescribed under the HEC Undergraduate Education Policy 2023, including all applicable courses as notified by HEC from time to time).
· Major/Concentration: Minimum 52 credit hours
· Free Electives: Remaining credits
· Minor (optional): Minimum 12 credit hours
2. All course schemes/roadmaps developed under the Liberal Arts Framework will be approved by the academic council, including ongoing programs. 
3. Any new program intended to be offered under Liberal Arts framework shall be approved by the Academic Council and the HEC shall be informed for its inclusion in the list of programs under Liberal Arts framework.
4. The University shall maintain and implement its approved intra-university transfer policy to facilitate students' formal change of major/concentration within the period prescribed under the University's academic regulations.
5. The University shall ensure meaningful opportunities for interdisciplinary learning through appropriate electives, cross-listed courses, interdisciplinary access to courses, joint supervision, new course development and other approved academic initiatives, as applicable.
6. All information provided in the HEC application and accompanying documentation is complete, accurate and supported by appropriate institutional records.
7. The University shall comply with the HEC-approved Liberal Arts Framework and all other applicable HEC policies, frameworks and requirements, as amended or notified from time to time.
	Authorized Officer
	Details

	Name
	

	Designation
	

	Signature
	



	Date
	

	Official Seal
	





Endorsement by Head of Institution
	Particular
	Details

	Name
	

	Designation
	

	Signature
	



	Date
	

	Official Seal
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