HEC TEXTBOOK WRITING SUPPORT PROGRAM (TWSP) - REVISED POLICY

1. INTRODUCTION

Textbooks play a central role in improving quality of education. They seek to compile and organize
the cumulative human knowledge in major areas of expertise, and thus provide a resource for both
students and faculty members.

There are many arguments on behalf of locally produced textbooks. They are likely to contain local
context and local examples, which enable and inspire students to learn more effectively. They can
also save valuable foreign exchange. The financial incentives can motivate faculty members to
remain abreast the latest developments in their fields.

However, there are counter-arguments as well, the most important being that local textbooks have
to compete with international once, whose quality has been established over time through
significant investments. Care needs to be exercised that to ensure the technical and academic
quality of local textbooks. Students must compete increasingly in intranational markets and need to
be possessed of the latest knowledge and information.

Furthermore, the international textbook industry has become extremely sophisticated. Besides the
textbook itself, its products include a host of ancillary material: electronic versions, teacher’s guides,
databanks of exam questions and quizzes, power point slides, and a variety of audiovisual material.

Higher Education Commission’s Textbook Writing Support Program (TWSP) aims at providing an
opportunity to the faculty members working in HEC recognized public and private sector universities
and degree awarding institutes of Pakistan to increase their writing skills. Under this program,
faculty members are extended financial assistance for writing of their research in the shape of
textbook for undergraduate and graduate level.

2. OBIJECTIVES

The main objective of the HEC Textbook Writing Support Program (TWSP) is to promote the
production of high-quality textbooks in physical as well as digital forms, by national authors for use
as recommended or required reading at undergraduate or graduate level courses.

In addition, the flowing ancillary objectives will also be achieved:



To develop a world-class academic publishing industry in Pakistan, with a special focus on
the textbook publishing industry.

b. To bring the work of national scholars to international attention.

To develop high standards of quality control in academic publishing and popularize them
among students as well as faculty members.

To provide necessary facilitation to local authors to establish effective networks with the
publishing partners for textbook development and publishing.

To encourage and promote book writing culture based on local experience and information.
To build capacity of faculty members in the publishing domain.

3. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR WRITING A TEXTBOOK.

Potential book author must have at least three years consecutive experience of teaching

(graduate/undergraduate level in any HEC recognized public/private sector universities/institutes,

across the country), that particular course, in which he/she intends to write a book.

4. SUBIJECT AREA

Author can write textbook on any topic of HEC approved curricula.

5. TERMS OF REFERENCE (TOR)

Vi.

Advertisement will be floated in daily newspapers and author/s will be asked to get their
textbooks published from any one of the following international publishers:

a. Taylor & Francis

b. McGraw Hill

c. Pearson

d. Oxford University Press

Author may contact directly with any one of the above-mentioned publishers, for the
publication of his/her textbook.

Author may submit his/her published textbook to HEC with required documents.

HEC will get review of the textbook from panel of experts. If comments of HEC reviewers’
team are commendable, up to the mark as per criteria of HEC and if recommended for
funding by the reviewers, then HEC will support financial incentive to the author as per
rules.

Textbook not recommended by the panel of experts will be rejected.

Maximum three names of authors are allowed to be published on the textbook and
whole payment will be made to the principal author.



vii. HEC will give financial incentive Rs. 10,00000/ at Bachelor/Master/Doctorate level

textbook.

viii.  HEC will accept the textbook for evaluation and funding that must have at least 250
pages.

ix. HEC may develop and organize textbook writing courses through NAHE in consultation

with reputed national and international publishers.
6. CALL

HEC shall invite eligible faculty members once a year through advertisement, to get published
his/her textbook from any one of the publishers mentioned above and submit same to HEC within
due course of time for evaluation and funding. As it will be open call so HEC will continue to receive
published textbook with required documents round the year.

7. BUDGET HEADS

TWSP may include the following budget heads.

Remuneration Master/Doctorate level Textbook Bachelor level Textbook
Author Rs. 10,00000/- Rs. 10,00000/-
Reviewer Rs. 8000/- Rs. 8000/-

8. NAME OF RECOMMENDED PUBLISHERS

a. Taylor & Francis
b. McGraw Hill

C. Pearson

d.

Oxford University Press

9. DEVELOPMENT, PUBLISHING, PRINTING, DISTRIBUTION

HEC will play no direct role in publishing, printing, and distribution of the textbooks. Authors may provide
free copies (printed or digital versions) of textbooks to HEC/university libraries.

10. DOCUMENTS REQUIRED FOR SUBMISSION OF TEXTBOOK TO HEC

i Textbook submission form.
ii. Published textbook (04 copies).
iii. CV of author/s.



